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REVIEWS AND NOTES
THE HISTORY

OF

CASTILLO DE SAN M ARCOS
M ATANZAS

AND

FORT

Last year the National Park Service issued The
Building of Castillo de San Marcos by Albert C.
Manucy, historical technician of the Service at St.
Augustine. This was the first publication of its
“Interpretive Series.” It was reviewed in this
Quarterly, the issue of July 1943 (xxii, 44-47).
Recently the Service has published one of its
“Source Book Series” (No. 3) : The History of Castillo de San Marcos & Fort Matanzas from Contemporary Narratives and Letters, with Mr. Manucy as
editor. This is a similar brochure of thirty-eight
pages, with thirteen illustrations most of them fullpage. It is sold by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, at ten cents.
This second publication, different from the first,
comprises excerpts from contemporaneous historical
material of all periods, which together give a fair
outline at first-hand of the history of the old Castillo and its satellite far to the south. There is also
an introduction, an epilogue, and a bibliography by
Mr. Mauncy.
Anything written long after an event, or relating
to a period, has far less historical value than what is
recorded at the time. In addition, the contemporaneous writing has a flavor, lacking in the other,
which lends it additional interest. So these gems,
selected as they were with discernment, carry you
back, each to its own period.
As this territory was Spanish the greater part of
the time, the selections were mostly found in that
language and required translation. This has been
done by the editor in all cases but one, and done
skilfully. In that case there was a satisfactory
translation at hand.
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THE PROVINCE

OF

CAROLINA

0N THE

COAST

OF

FLOREDA

The Tracy W. McGregor Library of the University of Virginia has reproduced in facsimile A Brief
Description of The Province of Carolina On the
Coasts of Floreda. . . Together with a most accurate
Map of the whole Province. London . . . 1666 [Charlottesville, 1944. $5]
There are included a “Bibliographical Note"
(3p.) and an “Introduction” by John Tate Lanning (7p.)
The title will come as a surprise to those of us
who are unaware, or have forgotten, that ancient
Florida covered a vast area. The map extends well
into Virginia-yet all of this was “Floreda.”
NEGROES

IN THE

SEMINOLE WAR

The part that slaves and free Negroes played in
the Seminole War is often overlooked or underrated.
Professor Kenneth W. Porter, who, in the Quarterly of January last, gave us a new and quite possible
version of Wild Cat’s (Coacoochee’s) famous escape from Fort Marion, has made a study of the
subject. Some of the results of that research are
published in The Journal of Negro History (vii,
390-421) under the title “Florida Slaves and Free
Negroes in the Seminole War, 1835-1842.”
One of these was the remarkable Negro Luis
Pacheco, guide to Major Dade’s command on its illdated march. Professor Porter writes of him, also,
in The Negro History Bulletin of December last
(vii, 52--) under the title “The Early Life of Luis
Pacheco ne Fatio.”
THE TRAIL

OF THE

FLORIDA CIRCUIT RIDER

The Florida Southern College Press, Lakeland,
has issued The Trail of the Florida Circuit Rider,
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An Introduction to the Rise of Methodism in Middle
and East Florida, by Charles Tinsley Thrift, Jr.
(168 pages, cloth $2.)
The book is best described by the sub-title. True,
it follows the Trail, but only from Conference to
Conference, and never quite catches up with the
Rider. This is not the fault of the author, for the
Rider has long since passed on from his Trail and
left only childhood’s recollections of a few of our
elders. He has left also the fruits of his laborsbut little of himself. John C. Ley and S. P. Richardson have given us a bit of what we want most, but
there must be more and Professor Thrift well may
find it, for he is making a detailed study of early
Methodism in Florida and we’ll hope he brings
enough to light to give us a real picture of the
Rider, a character who well deserves a full-length
portrait.
The book contains much information of the establishment and the organization of the Florida Conference. There is some warrant for the main title
in the author’s tribute to the devotion and self-sacrifice of his Rider.
F. W. HOSKINS

Author of History of Methodism in Pensacola, Florida.
THE WRITINGS

OF

THOMAS JEFFERSON

No one of his era in this country was more versatile than, or had so wide an acquaintance and
contacts and correspondence as Thomas Jefferson.
Now all of his extant writings of every kind, as
well as letters written to him, are to be published
by the Princeton University Press, with Julian P.
Boyd as editor. It is hoped that every piece of
such may be brought to light for inclusion, especially
letters from or to Jefferson still in private hands.
If there are any in Florida, Dr. Boyd would be glad
to hear of them.

Published by STARS, 1944

3

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 23 [1944], No. 2, Art. 7
130

FLORIDA
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THE P. K. YONGE LIBRARY

OF

QUARTERLY

FLORIDA HISTORY

The University of Florida has established a research library of Florida history to encourage the
writing of our state’s history there and elsewhere.
Its nucleus is the collection of Floridiana of Julien
C. Yonge which has been given to the University as
a memorial to his father, who was a member of the
Board of Control of the Institutions of Higher
Learning from its beginning and its chairman for
two decades. The governing board of the library
includes among others Dr. Rembert W. Patrick of
the University and Miss Louise Richardson, librarian of Florida State College for Women. Mr. Yonge
is its director.
This is the third of such libraries in Florida. Each
includes all kinds of historical material; but, though
they are similar, their purposes are not identical,
and in time their composition probably will be more
or less different. For a hundred years our archives
have been neglected, but now a department of state
archives has been established in the State Library,
so doubtless that will be the especial field of that
library. The library of the Florida Historical
Society might tend more to include what might be
called relics-not with the common meaning of the
term, for the place of such is in Dr. Van Hyning’s
Florida State Museum, but rather the historical
material left us by our fathers. While, like the others, including every kind of historical material, the
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History will
specialize more on copies of the vast amount of
archives relating to Florida in Washington and else-

where.

With the cooperation between them which is as-

sured, and with the aid of The Union Catalog of
Floridiana at Rollins College, Florida must in time
overtake the other states of the South in the writing
of her history.
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